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~la How are thinqs
Look at these topics, Which of them are changing in yotir coyntfy these'days?

the cost of lini

1 properly costs;

education

levels of unemploytnetst

the ioi3;itiaf;ket

wages

1b

"• •- ::-. .-I-,", j

Work with a study partner DisfspS î tr^op think these things are changing,

v

Read these riiwspaper reports about changing economic conditions m differed*

places. ,Fi

Which article sa^* a t J r are ahs

Wliich article mentions the cose of city-centre housing?

Property costs have
increased dramatkaHy in
recent years. Wilh house
prices going up and up,
more people are now living
in rented accommodation.
In contrast to previous
years, it is now common
for young married couples
to stay with their parents
while they are saving

money. While
unemployment is fairly
stable at the moment,
wages still have not gone
up much in the last year.
There are signs of
economic hardship for
people on tow incomes as
the cos! of living continues
to increase significantly.



- Economists are predicting that
economic instability is creating
huge cbonges in die job. market,
The closure of traditional heavy

nustres

In particular., the number of
middle-aged people without jobs 1
is rising steadily. This is because
they are unable to compete against
the lap-c^fuig number of
computer-literate graduates.

1C

Read the articles again. In your opinion, which article reports the best place to
iiye? Which artiete reports the worst place to live? Why? Work with a study partner
and discuss yaw answers,

Look at some verbs for describing change, Use a dictionary to check the meanings
of any of the words you do not know.

increase*

change*

drop*

I decrease*

| spiral upwards

shoot up

| reduce*

\ go through the roof

plummet

be sky high

! waver i

| go through the floor \

be stable

be steady

fluctuate

decline*

dive

escaiate

. I . !

The meaning of die verbs marked with * in Exercise le cars be qualified by using adverbs.

Adverbs describe how a change is taking .place.

Look at the graphs and read the examples Wow

: . . •

M A M J j A S O N 0
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Some of the verbs in Exercise Ic describe how things say die same. It is not possible to use
the adverbs m Exercise 2a with these verbs-.

be constant drartJattcaHy be stable gracfaafiv

be steady rajskjly be sky high

Some of the verbs in Exercise it already have the idea of rapid speed in their meaning, h is
incorrect to use the adverbs gradually, slowly and stestdtiy with these verbs,

2b
Read the sentences below. An executive is giving a presentation about factors that
influence the shipping industry. Draw a simple graph to represent each of the
changes he describes.

Oil prices artjltittuaHttg
dramatically.



Tne number of

available ratings is

m import

is going through

in sotne wtmirk

The number of holidays

on cruise ships goes

up and dottm even

In Exercise 2a you practised using vests
describe changes using adjectives

Prices arc falling steadik

Technology changed rapidly,

adverbs to describe chants. I. fa also posrible to
i-
adjective 4- noun

There has been a steady fall in costs.

There was a rapid chaagc in technology



^

The price increased significantly.

There was in the price.

-Thtnuinbsrcjf skilled seafarers has risen gradually

There has been in the number of skilled seafarers.
•s-'

Last year, the number of people living in rural areas decreased suddenly.

Last year there was. in the number of people living in

rural areas.

The rate of exchange dropped sharply.

There was in the rate of exchange.

The number of people who smoke has declined steadily over the last few years.

There has been in the number of smokers over the last

few years.

4a

You are going to hear a pres
questions with your study jlj

jjjjj Do you think that di

remit years?

What incidents involving

Rn-f^rs n < - » - s these :

:. : . . - . . • :. : . • : .. ; , • ' / •:,'••:

, ^
What • : -

ity measures car. be taken to :u .•; \ ' r i r !..:...•
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Listen to the cassette. Captain Anderson is giving a presentation on the problem of
piracy at a shipping conference. You will hear the introduction to his presentation
in which he explains what he is going to talk about. In what order does he mention
these key points? Complete the outline of his introduction by putting thes?
points in order.'

solwtioM to problem of pivv./a |
I ' ' '-. I

ia of plv^.te -topic of pve.stKt^tio«



Look at the main part of Captain Anderson's presentation notes. Before listening,

write the section headings from Exercise 4b In the notes below.

"listen"'id the cassette. You are going to hear the rest of Captain Anderson's

presentation. Complete the points in each section.



&& r

—What-do-y ou think?
Work with a study partner and discuss your answers to these questions.

•v-i'.~«Y - • - • ' • " • - " /*"¥

jjj What measures have been taken on your vessel :-. • . : icct ag;ihB£ pirate attacks?

IK What other measures do you think could be tdfeeai? • ' . : ; - : : - / j ; i~ ^ s:

Write a memo to your crew. Remind them of the dangers of pirate attacks and
explain what they should do to prevent attacks.

5a Giving a public talk
Giving a public talk in a foreign language can be mad* easier &y beting well
prepared, A good talk should be divided into stages. There are some useful phrases
you can use at each stage to help the people listening to follow your talk. If you
memorise a phrase for each stage, you wilt have time to think of what to say next.

Read these phrases and match them with the stages.

Stages

d Introducing yourself

III EstabKshiag the subject of your

Outlining -the structure of yotir

Establishing the main point

I'd |ik to start % ing, than I'll
go m to ,,,,.,,a»tfJ»«a;-% Iff.,

The main I'd like io make k ihat

•Going into detail

Oraag reasoas

Let ttiegfae yett an example tfihu.

I'm hers to tafk A»£ ..,...,.,.,.,

So,

Gifing extra information

Concluding / summarising

Closing

GseA -morning, f&t these of yen whs
don't kmm> me, lam .......... •.

/ A«>|» this

w&M like t0 yoa all for coming.

In addition, .. ..... .

into
In Exercise 4b you listened to the introduction to a presentation. The introduction
is an important way of telling listeners about the organisation of information in a
talk. Here are some more phrases you can use in an introduction. ,-

It's nice to see so many of you here today. Thank you all for coming,

"It's gooc!" to "sSeli" few" n«¥ incest"



elf-

* For those of you who. don't know me, my name is and I an:

in charge of

* By way of introduction, I am and 1 work for ..;...

._* .... You won't all know me so I'll tell you a bit about myself..,,.....;....,.,..

Introducing the main topic

* Today fd like to talk about

* I'm going to explain a bit about
* - I 've been to speak to you about •

Describing the of informatics

* ' .I'll begin by esp3alai% ihe iMcl^rapnd to then II! move on
to ..,,„,,.,,,,..,,. and fealty1 111...;,

» I'd; Ife toBias by ;gm-ng as o&dme of After that, I'll" cell .

» Before into &e detail, let me put the sitis$is» w

was

If foil base any qoestiom, I'll try to answer them at the .end.
Til be happy to answer any questions you may have as we go aloijg.
Please fee] free to interrapt if there's »meihiag you'd like to a$k about

Practise sayingjh§se_phrase^

J

Practise making an introduction to a talk. Choose me of these topics and note
down the key points you want to mention. Think about how you will organise the
iniGffiati0n in your introduction. Use phrases horn Sb to help you
structure yoor i



You have received this memo from the Internationa! Institute for Research in
Industry. Skim read the 'memo. What is the purpose of the memo?

i memo
to: All cra« members
from: Tne International Institute

for Kas^arab in Industry
re: Young p*<opls in seafaring today

Does seafariag appeal to young peopls today? We need your views in order
to find out whether the industry caa continue to recruit the number •

of new seafarers It needs.

Oar researcher will visit your vessel to record seafarets speaking about
the Issue of attracting young people into saaisrisg in their countries,
Cre« ffiaabers who Are interested in the survey should be prepared to
give 8 short talk based on their own axpariejtces. 4te would like you
to include soa« of th* fallowing points la .your talk:

* Doss your country have s history of ssaJaring?

* What is the public's Issge of seafaring in yoar country?

* Is seafarteg sn attractive career option for school
(why/why not?)

yms reconiaend seafaring as a caraar? («hy/vhy mot?}

other l«dustri«s do west young people in yemr
coystry choose to woek in? (why?)

' What recoBBendaticns wottld yau sake for Increasing the

rrassbsr of yw^ag jssople ia seafaring?

This information will be a key part of oar survey. Thank you for

your interest.

•to Unte&ygu IsafBiW thafln order to write an article well, you need ts pfaft it first
Jhejsqn:ie:js true for gwhfl ajteik^Organise your inforroatton into stages, Then-

jlari jlke the efe to 4c.wlth section headings and notes for each.
key point,

Prepare-to give a short talk In response to the memo. Which of the points do you
want tp include in yowr talk about ssafarmg in your country?

8c A guide to.-good
Is, read these hints lor public speaking. Practising these will

help "ygu to put across your irrformatiori clearly white helping yoar listeners to
follow your key points. . . , : : . ^:;i,:,-

Use everyda

;'.complex sen

follow. •'-

remem

from, a sc

• ~?

[istonsrs to

totriake and tsse notes to help you <
ation. Tr not to read ever word .
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lext

Avoid tatldwj.

8d How did 1 do?
© Record yourself giving your talk. Then use this checklist to assess your performance.

Checklist for giving talks

: Listen to your talk again. As you listen, ask yourself these

questions.:^.. ;..:.._...: >.:.•-.": . . - ' : : ' > : • ' i ; - ' : - ' / ' ' ' ' • : •

Does your.introdu'ction give a clear

idea of what the talk is about? - ' '}.

Are your points easy to follow?

Do you_use appropriate phrases to

^structure your talk? •:_ : - ! '•••. •:"••'<:':-- l-\'.

Are.you able to'use linking and ' ;

merging sounds? . ;;;::.;,': v

Is your speed too fast? • ' :. .

n

o

T~l -'I.
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23.03.2008: 0055 LT: Tema anchorage, Ghana.
Three robbers.boarded a chemical tanker at anchor. Duty crew noticed the
robbers. Bridge informed. D/0 raised alarm, sounded ship's whistle and
crew mustered. Robbers jumped into the water and escaped. Nothing stolen.
Port control informed. A security boat came and conducted a foil search of
the area.

19.03.2008: 0312 UTC: 10:46.8N- 066:44.5E, Arabian sea.
A tanker, underway detected a suspicious boat about 6nm ahead. As the
tanker altered to keep clear of the boat, the boat kept altering to remain in
front of the vessel. Alarm raised, crew mustered and anti-piracy measures
initiated. Master increased speed and crew activated fire hoses. At a distance
of 3 cables, the boat finally stopped and the tanker and moved away. The
crew noticed 6 persons onboard the boat.

19.03.2008: 0300 LT: Tanga anchorage, Tanzania.
A robber from a fishing boat boarded an anchored container ship. The robber
jumped overboard as soon as the anti-piracy crew spotted him. Alarm raised,
crew mustered and searched the ship. Nothing stolen. The watch keepers
noticed seven more people in the boat.

18.03.2008: 0350 UTC: 12:53.2N-050:14.7E: Gulf of Aden.
Two speedboats, length 5 meters, with five persons in each boat, dressed in
camouflage cloths and armed with automatic weapons approached a VLCC
in ballast. Master raised alarm, crew alerted, evasive manoeuvres taken and
speed increased. The boats fired shots in the air. Later, the boats aborted the
attempted boarding. All vessels in the vicinity warned.

17.03.2008: 0230 LT: Enroute Cagbalite, Mituban and Balisen, Polilio
Island, Philippines.
A passenger boat with ten passenger including five crewmembers was
returning to Polilio Island after discharging her cargo on the mainland. Two
passengers who had earlier boarded after asking for a ride to Polilio Island
took control of the boat arid shot dead three crewmembers including the
captain. The pirates then tied them to the anchor and threw them overboard.
The pirates shot the remaining two-crew members and injured them. One of
the injured jumped into the sea and is still missing. The other injured crew is
recuperating in the hospital. Three other passengers including a child were
unharmed. The coast guard has mounted a search for the missing and dead
crewmembers and the pirates who fled in a motor boat.

'
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Ta
What kind of English language texts are there on your vessel? Look at the
categories and add some examples of reading texts that you could find on board.

;: Operations Communications Leisure Otter

'manuals /Wp-j notices
:i : ' . • - • • " • - - . '

ship's lqg; •>;.> V'signs':

telexes

e-mail ,r*-

personal letters;
: magazines:^*.-.,,:

•<-/;/
dictionaries

1b
Answer these questions. Note your ideas in the shaded section of the table.

Which of these types of texts do you read

regularly in English?

Which of them do you have to read for

your job?

""What do you read for pleasure?

If you have a technical problem at work,

which texts do you read to find the

information you need?

Which of the texts do you write as

well as read?

you ,

' ' • ":

: ' ' • ' ' • - : ' ' •'" ' : ' ' ' ' "

. . . . : ; . . . ' :'--.

. / • ' ;: vi- '____

your partner

Work with a study partner and interview each other about your reading habits.



"it Reading skills'
People read in'different ways for different purposes. For example, you may flick ;;
quickly through a magazine or you may concentrate on every word of a section in&
an operations manual. Whatever the(text, your reason for reading affects the way;
youTetd^Read this information and answer the questions after each section. v|f

d What features of the texts in Bcsrass 1a can you look at to identify the topic
before reading? ,, '% if

" Preparing to read is a skill that people do automatically inevery language. The layout of a • • ; - ;< .

" - : ; text alone can give you clues" about the content..For example, .without reading an entire fix,"

, ;.'• you can find out what the topic is by looking at the name of the sender, the subject, the first; \'i,

":": ••' ""sentence.'of each paragraph and the first, and last sentences. This will _also'help you to ;.; ' ' . •;,;-. . ;•:•

•:••:•- .; .: identify the most relevant sections.: • " . . ; ' • ' • : . • - ; , •;. . : ' " , ' , ' • . ' - ' • - ; ', '•'.•'•-•':••'•''•,

H Which o| the texts in'E^afase la couid you scan read in order to.find a g|
particular piece of information? ;

Scan reading is an irr
: -"

iportant skill thai enables you to search a lot of information quickly -

, for a carticular fact. For example, to find a telephone number, in a phone dir'ecrarv, you do: ':-""-:• ../'. . - • . ; - , • . • • ' : --J'•'-'• :-':-\ •-:.-'.:•:".'•:?.:. ' " ' ' . ' • . ' • ' : '••-'•'.
• not start 'readina: the directory at the beginning;'.Instead, you. turn to the approximate sectioi. . ' n . , ^ = . o . : .£•£,... . '.-,-•_ .

and scan read the list quickly to find the name and number you are looking for. In this way
V ' ' ';.-:

you leave.out all irrelevant information.
;, ,. - : • ,. . ' . . . . .

Which of the texts in Exerdse 1a could you skim read for gist?

Skim reading is a technique for.reading texts quickly to get a general idea of the content
....... .._..^ . . ^ . . . . . . . . . . ...,„.. . . . ^ • . • • ; • " : • ." • : ' •• • - : ' : " - . .
Doing this will help you .decide if part or all of a text is'relevant to you. It is not necessary

• read and understand every word. Focus only ontheigjst (the general meaning) by-picking ":.
. ' . • •'" . • • • • • • • • ' • . • - '. • ' : • C:':-u-v.* . ' . ' • . ' ' ;.r • "•:•.'. ' . • ' . ; '•:. - - . .
out some key words and phrases. For example, it. would take a long time to read every item :

in a newspaoer very- carefully; Skirn read the newspaper quickly first to find articles that you
• ' - " /.:; . ' -'-V . ; ' • . , . . . . :A, • " • • ' • ' ; . • - • ' . ,.;'..

'want to read more .'carefully. : • ' ' ' ••'"''.-.- • . . . , '.;.'; .

Which of the texts in Ejcerdse 1a could you read intensively for detail?

Intensive reading is important for understanding the "detail of a text."This may mean ; : '

reading the text'more slowly several times, "possibly lookingup key words .you do not '." ••.

understand. For example, you might need to readjust one section of a manual very carefully

in order to check the precise operating instructions.



Reading effectively means being able to combine reading skills. For example, if you heed

_ to look up a technical manual to solve.a problem,-you might sean read the contents page to

find the appropriate "section, skim read the relevant chapter in order to" find the '• ;,;.'>

• information you need then read it again in greater detail. Many people are not aware •

"thai they"Qp'mis"aui6rnaticaliy in"their first ianguage.'Next time you read something, "try'to

assess which skills vpa'are using.'-: - " " ' - ' . '.'.; '"~.''.-:- ."'_• "7 ~ •" "• .: '-. -" -'' . ••'' " : ';''.*: • "• :• ."'•'''•': ' •'-':'•. ;-

2a Regarding ...
Look at the outline of the text below. Answer these questions before reading the
complete text.

§ "What type of text is it?
f,

jlf "What is the subject of the text?

HJ "What do you think the purpose of the text could be?

Uli "What do you think the Captain will have to do after reading the text?

DATE:

FROM:

TO:

CC:

ATTN:

SUBJECT:

1845 Tuesday 2 June

Lope2shipmanagersawharf.com

soLstraliamar.com

ALL vesseLs

Captain Xiao

Lifeboat davit pivot points

Recent technicaL reports on two sister ships in the

fLeet have reveaLed fsuLts in the pivot points of

Lifeboat davits.

Crews are reminded that aLL Lifeboats must be swung

out during driLL once a week.

Best regards



Give yourself 30 seconds to skim read the complete text. Check your'answers to
Exercise Za.Were your predictions correct?

1845 Tuesday 2 June
l o p e z s h i p m a n a g e r s S w h a r f . c o m
s o l s t r a I I 3 m a r . c o m
A l l vessels

Captain Xiao

Lifeboat davit pivot points

f,Recent technical reports on two sister ships in the

fleet have revealed faults in the pivot points of
lifeboat davits.

It is vital that all pivot points on. lifeboat davits

are rust-free and in good working order. We require a l l

vessels to check the pivot points prior to the next

scheduled lifeboat drill. Please inform us of the

condition of the pivot points on your vessel within

three days of receiving this message, regardless of

whether they need replacing. If your vessel does require

new pivot points, please complete the standard order

form and send it back to us along with your report. New

pivot points w i l l be sent immediately to those vessels
requiring replacements.

Crews are reminded that all lifeboats must be swung
out__djjrijig _dri 11 once a week.

Best regards



HP Read the document again intensively. Answer these questions.

IB Which of these messages are contained in the text?

1 an instruction

< an apology

a request

a warning

an explanation

an invitation

a reminder i si

L.I

Hi .' Underline parts of the

H If the pivot points on the vessc

El If the pivot points on the yesse

B When does the Captain1 have to earn,- our the.'.-check?V
• • - ' - " ' ' ' " ' . .''',-' - . . * . . ; . .

When does he have tti send his report?,/

' C A/'/'"/V 6 : , : - . . " - '

"Howcan we deal with this?

.e Captain have to do?

pany do?

t«« « ' 'J.L. iiListen to the cassette. The Captain'ls having a meeting with the Chief Engineer to
discuss the e-mail in E^ba 2b, Answer these questions. ^

Is it convenient to dSltjje

Who has time to do the check?-

«&. - ••£
€/
•,£

fe

.. ;.:

Ws •

-«M«s:J-J '"*:
,'"&»- )

_ . - - . . . -;'-..-. . 'rf-ijfew

•& :~:"'::" .,"*' "'Vl^S



3b

3C

Read the notes that the Chief Engineer wrote after his meeting with the Master
There are four m.stakes in the notes. Listen again and correct the errors.

Office.
y-,^

probltw falik piuo-fc points OK.
L ........ --------- ~~ ----------- ' "~t ™ v " ..... '

^

e h e D r o b | e n - - s
solve the problem? D.scuss your ,deas together. (Use the phrases for giving
opinions that you learned in Unit 1.)

to

I'm not so sure about
that. I think..



4a Re your message
Skim read the e-mail. It is Captain Xiao's reply to the managers giving the Chief
Engineer's solution to the problem of scheduling the davit check. Does the solution

match your own ideas?

1500 Wednesday 3 June

sol.straIJSmar.com

topezshipmanagers3wharf.com

Lifeboat davit pivot point inspection

I have received your e-mail regarding the problem of rust

on the Lifeboat davit pivot points. I *have been informed that
there was no apparent problem with the davits during a routine
d r i l l last week although I acknowledge the need for an

immediate and thorough check, given the age of this vessel.

The si/tuat ion concerns me as we are due to have a safety

audit/in the next three days. I am aware that any defect in
this area could lead to a detention order but I assure you
that /we have the matter in hand.

Unforitunately, we are unable to schedule the check w i t h i n
the stipulated time period for the following reasons:

• i We are preparing to enter port with a

turn-around time of 48 hours. Alt hands are
\required for berthing and cargo operations
V/uring this period,

WeXcannot second any crew, members to carry
out\the check as four men are leaving the
vesse\l and two are i l l , leaving us short-
staff e\! as it is.

\
\

The Chief Engineer \is looking into the problem and he proposes
that we postpone t fre safety a u d i t for one week. This w i l l
give us sufficient time to conduct a proper check of the

pivot points and to obt,ain replacements from you, if necessary.
We should be able to aVrange the check as soon as we are at
sea again before the regular lifeboat drill.

/ \
I trust that this is acceptable to you.

Best regards

Capt; in Xiao



Vo c /^ g u u A f A ̂  c.7 6

f "
Read the e-mail again. Find words or phrases which have similar meanings to the
words and phrases here. Use a dictionary to help you.

prompt

complete

• /guarantee '
' • - '^,0-'': • •'" "••• •

'.'•• . . :?S -:" - i
^stated ::$£f:
Ej • S.Jg: •

if -, V; ' : " ":"

transfer (someone) temporarily
"M»fe:»

. i i '.- ' :,'without enough employees

suggests v';fi : " - : •"

delay , f l . - ; , •• . , ' . : : ' :':x-.-. . • ' - ; ,. ̂

4c

Look at the words above and your answers to Exercise 4fo. What word class is each
one? Read the whole sentence and decide if the words above are adjectives,
adverbs, siourss or verbs.



»a Formal communications
The language used in the e-mai! in Exercise 4a is more formal than spoken English.
A more formal style is often used when writing business letters, faxes and other
forma! communications. Here are some words and phrases from the e-mail. Match
each one with a corresponding word or phrase which could be spoken.

We've got the problem

under control.

fJJ I have received...

H regarding

HI I have been informed...

fj I acknowledge the need for...

|j The situation concerns me.

w^n

If I am aware...

H We have the matter in hand.

S|j within the stipulated time period

H I trust that this is acceptable to you.

(h)



C o / o

Read the dialogue. The Steward is telling the Catering Officer about some news he
has just heard on the radio. Answer these questions.

10).

Why are the Steward and Catering Officer worried?

"What does the Catering Officer decide to do about the problem?

Steward:

Catering Officer:

Steward:

Catering Officer:

Hey! Did you hear the radio just now?

What? No, I haven't got the radio on in here. What is it?

I've just heard a public health warning on the local radio station: they

said that there's a problem with frozen meat products bought at the

wholesaler's*. Apparently, there's been an outbreak of serious food

poisoning in the town caused by contaminated meat.

Oh no, I don't believe this. We had some frozen meat delivered from

that ivholesaler's only yesterday and we served some of it to the

passengers last night. Are you sure it's true?

Absolutely. They said that some people who ate jhe. meat at restaurants

in town have, evenbe.en-.tdken'to'h.ospital. The Derjartment-of Health

~haSjKstructed.everyone who bought the meat to return it by this

afternoon. They'heed to findf^utfwhich products are contaminated and

..
fSxU.'.'

• - - - -
Catering Officer;.' \'Wgll, none of the passengets-'have reported any food poisoning as far as

• i f ./-' i= -,H:~\ I - ' 'V / '• t

\ • ~V 'Jiro.̂ jrV

-v '• lr:"n- --
. touches iL'Wecan'tieturrMuntil

once I'

no one

blKkio:VQrt nexfweek. Til
.....

* Vyiioltssattf =,ja'trader vyho..buys' large amounts of goods'at a low cost, then distributes them in

"..-.-. 'smaller quantities'-1- " "'£*?>* f"--.' I ' : fe-J.. "
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Complete the e-mail which the Captain sent to the Department of Health to explain
his solution to the problem. Use some of the more formal expressions in
Exercise 5a.

DATE: 23 June

FROM: AURELIEaOCEANCRUISE.med.com

TO: HEALTHSHYGIENE3.councU.com

SUBJECT: SUSPECTED CONTAMINATION OF FROZEN HEAT PRODUCTS

I am wr i t ing to you...

6a From shorthand to longhand
If you are in a hurry, it is quicker to make notes than to write full sentences. Look
at these extracts from the Chief Engineer's notes in Exercise 3b again. Answer
the questions.

In these sentences, \vhat type of words are missing from the notes?

What is the full form of each of the notes?



we use

The is used before nouns. It is used if

• both the speaker and the listener already know what the noun is

T hear that the radar is faulty.' "Yes, there's a problem with the screen.'

• the speaker is talking about a particular place

She's going to the hospital for an x-ray. / Please buy some stamps for me

at the post office. / Shall we go to- the cinema tonight?

• the noun has already been referred to

There's a video and a pool table in the messroom. The video is ••.

sometimes used in training sessions.

• the noun is unique

The Master is on the bridge. /1 saw the President speaking to the

Dalai Lama on TV

• the noun is a specific place

the Kremlin; the Taj'Mahal; the Cape of Good Hope

• before the names of rivers, oceans, seas and areas

the Zambesi; the Bering Sea; the Atlantic Ocean; the Antarctic.

• the noun is a feature of the physical environment

'There's going to be a storm: the sea is getting rough and the sky is very

black.'

• a country name contains a plural noun

the United States of America; the West Indies; the Solomon Islands

• the noun is a type of musical instrument

'Can you play the piano?' 'No, but I can play the guitar quite"well."
/

• a superlative adjective is used to describe the noun

'This is the most modern vessel I've seen.'

Tes, it's also the newest in the fleet.'



• before same

If two vessels in a fleet are the same, we call them sister ships.

• the speaker is referring to many people as one group

The -Chinese are hard workers. / The crev/ are all from Poland. / The

Coastguard is concerned about the accident.

Sometimes we do not need to use the. It is not used if

• the noun is uncountable (instead some or any is used)

'Do we have any juice in the fridge?'

'No, I need to buy some juice and some tea.' .

• the noun is general or plural *•

He doesn't like pop music. / The children are afraid of spiders.

• the noun is abstract

All you need is love; / Not everyone likes poetry but most people like art.

• the noun is a proper name (except in the case of rivers, oceans, seas and areas)

Saleh is from Turkey. / My birthday is on Wednesday. / We're going

away in December.

• the noun refers to transport in a general sense

They're coming by bus.

• the noun refers to a place which is a type of institution. This is only in a general sense when

it is not important to know the particular place.

Do you go to church? / He's in prison now. / They graduated from

college last year. /1 went to visit him in hospital. -

• the noun already has a determiner

That's my bag on the chair. / Do you know his address?
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Read this extract from a student's notebook. The has not been used at^all. Write the
where you think it is needed.



A, an or the?
:* '

Look at these sentences. Why is a or an used instead of the? Try to work out
the rules.

~ Ignacio is a seafarer and Ins brother is aa eagssaeer.

§H Can I have a ciap of coffee and two cups of tea, please?

Uf Is there a Eaaraae college in your town?

fHf We have a doseaa boses to send. The heaviest box weighs ten and a half kilos

but most of the other boxes are four and a cpaartesr kilos. The lightest box
one and three-quarter kilos.

The police caught him driving at ninety miles aaa facrar.

There's a lot of fruit so if you're hungry, just help yourself

s

to aaa e or a

We use a

• to talk about jobs in general

• with single, countable nouns

• when the speaker refers to the noun for the first time

• before group numbers (a million, a dozen) and before quarter and half

(but not three-quarters)

"' when it means the same as per

• to describe one of many objects when it is not important which one

We use aa in the same way as a if

• a noun begins with a vowel sound (an apple, an X-ray, an MBA).

But an is not used if a noun sounds as if it begins with y- (a uniform, a unit).



Read these sentences. Complete them with a, an or the.

SMI I have sister and two brothers. My sister lives in Netherlands.

I met 7- .Algerian maff'yesterday. He is doctor.

&L... dnernawith us?JJ|7e're going to seeWould you like to come

'film. •

Vessels musfBpt discharge'oil into 'Evfsea. Pollution is 'serious threat

to environment. ; '". ' • ' - ' • ' *•

Driving speed is restricted to 60 miles hour oh highways in USA.
.1: ", - ' - . . • • ' - : ' - ; v 1 ^ ' - '•-•"-•• •j.--..'.-.-s;i-^--..---.V.;-i1)-

• I '. 2nd|)fiieerwas talking to ... Coastguard about weather conditions
I ' ' i : ' - ' , "" " "•'

• big town but it has cinema,^* opera house

in

H This isn't

and several parks. ;fB§

H There is cold wind blowing rafrom Atlantic/lfou'll need to wear

jacket if you gc^oijIsiSef ';|
H ^..^Sj^' • , '•• '_'&•

m Ever since hewas.^fC... child, he has had £ ambition ;to become

Master of-sg^ r - ^ocean-going vessel. •?;§> ;

m
Learning ; second language is best thing I have.;ever done.

, :;

•

. •



9a Problem solving
Imagine that you are the Captain on board a newly built container ship called the
Meridian Star. You have just berthed and have a busy 24-hour period ahead in

which all crew are required to assist in loading operations. You have to deal with
the communications beiow. Read these questions. Then read the messages.

Hf Can you act on all of these communications within the stipulated time period?

fH If it is not possible to deal with all of them, which ones will you prioritise?

HH What will you say in reply to the messages?

;•'••. From:1 ''• ;.;.-v Managers •; ;-.• .' - - :••;'• ::f',f .' - '-';• ;.'.'-"'" , ..'•"•..-. -. •;'',! ••' v'1 •- ' v ':

5-.CC: -,-;:':'v.. :,:vAlljnew vessels -̂  v . , •'•'•\'-..:.-;--""; ; Vv' • ' - - '•.-•-':,• : ; ; '

;"Subject':v ' "•• Fir.e':hydrant---,valves' V'•.'-" '. •"• .-;';•!•' -'.\,i:: , :v:\:

-;::;It:-has :come to :6ur'-attention-that some :"fire hydrant valves --
'.'. ~''.'.'t:.:- ".: -J--'-"-'-'.:--:.---.-.- :--'- ',: . - ; - . -^-'---.-m-^."---;- :'• -..-•" -- - V : . - . . •-. ' . - . - , - - ' ..:'...'.>'--;;..--:--'-; '. • - . - . - . ;
may have been -incorrectly•- f itted'-in 'the /accommodation':-.'- '̂ : ',-?"

- . ' - . - / . . -/-,.' ' , - ; . ' - - ; ' • - ' " . - . - / . . ' • . . . - . - . , . ' ' , ' . - ' . , . - ' . : - - . - . " • - - - - ' . ' - ' . : ./' -" .."' . :' ' - :
/•'units, of new vessels .--.During a.'recent; inspection/ the- ' .'; . '

'.'Sbistra:':TII was "f ound -to have " several badly -fitting 'valves
- . '... / : - • • . ..'-,.: .-.-. .- - . - . - - . : , ,---:--. /-•--.-./-.; ' ;•:--.. ; . ' ' . - . ' ' - ':" ' . - . : . •

:i that ;'"c6uid ..only be-/turned with a. wheel spanner i • .rendering

.them;useless in the event "of -a- 'fire in the.'-Vacconnnodation; '
-b lock , ; : - ; : ' : - ' . . " . . ' / ; ' " ' . ; ; - / ; ' -;:;.'-.

: ""..",vr.-|S

'Would .all :new "vessels ,'ar.range for an immediate -irispection ;' •

"of the.fire hydrant valves ;and 'report:any problems to us :
' - '-- • - Snrft ->' ' - - ' I " - " ' " ' - - 'Vl :'jr-- ' ' - ' ' ' - " - J " ' ' ' " ' '''-I' ' "•" -

-a t - once. Please -also -ensure that all .fire nydrant: vaJ.ves .;,
- . --" ••-• -- •>, . ' - - - - - '"-' - - - ' •: are kept -:well -greased -and are inspected regularly.-'; .-':--';'- '•'-'-!- '.'&

- . :r~—iLiLi^---?-- - - - - - '•• ̂--v:.v. '-:: .;..-.'.,--..>:.'-- ...-- :^:-ff^^. -'..-... - V .:v; .3i
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"for

OR sowe of -tke. /^ire rbpw. ropw

to be ow-fc Ro-t

«sAf& for use in in -tkdr turven-fc aw^li-tion.

-fckA-fc lubricAK.-t vou-fcme.

Ro-fc . L//

pvobttwi fouR^ /^itk derricks,

Work with a study partner. Decide how to deal with each situation, answering the

questions above the texts.

9b
Write a telegram or letter in reply to your manager, describing the situation on

board and explaining your proposed course of action.



- -MERCHANT- MARINE- ACADEMY OF ASPROPYRGOS FALL SEMESTER 2010

COURSE: MARITIME ENGLISH

TERM: FIFTH

IMO PRACTICE: PAGES 146 - 154

A. TRANSLATE THE FOLLOWING INTO IMP ENGLISH

1 . Oi KaTaypacpec; TOD pDeojiexpoi) 8sv siveu a^o

2. To apioispo / 8s£,io pavtdp sivca as icft.ija.aKa aTtoaxaaecov uilioov.

3 . Asv TipayjiaTOTKnevrai dvT.A,rjOTj itpoc, TO Tiapov.

4. ZTjTdp,e jj,ia ETcmXsov yswqTpia yia va 6sooDp.s GS XsitoDpyia TtpoaGsfq avtlia.

5. H (TiapovGa) vsypq (a7r66oor}) TT]<; (TOY) icupia^ (coy) ,UT|%avfi<; (o>v) sivai (ralo

B. REWRITE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES USING STANDARD IMP PHRASES

1 . There was complete darkness at . . .UTC.

2. There was a mechanical failure (malfunction) of the basic engine.

3. Speed was decreased because of...

4. Navigation lights are turned on / off.

5. You should not exceed a minimum temperature of... degrees.

C. ANSWER THE QUESTIONS . '

1. What should an officer say if he had to reduce speed owing to bad weather conditions?



_2-_ WhaLshouM an.officer say if there is nothing wrong with the main engine and auxiliary
equipment?

3. What should an officer say when problems still exist?

4. What should the Master / Chief Engineer or an officer handing over the watch say?

5. What should an officer say if there are a lot of vessels in the vicinity?

D. GIVE THE TERMS FOR THE DEFINITIONS

1. Distance a vessel should advance with one turn of propeller if there is no slip.

2. Ready for immediate use.

3. A position a vessel has to pass or at which she has to alter course according to her voyage
plan.

4. Maintain (course and speed).

5. Orders of the Master to the officer of the watch with which he / she must comply.

£. MAKE ALL THE NECESSARY CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO PRODUCE
COMPLETE IMP PHRASES.

1. We / transfer / ballast / . . .tanks / .. .tanks.

2. Call / Master / revolutions / main engine / below... / minute.

3. Echo-sounder / metres range scale.

4. Call / watch engineer /. . . minutes / arrival /. . .hrs UTC.

5. Attention. There / dangerous targets / radar.




